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Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the world’s leading 

learning com pany. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including 

academ ic, vocat ional, occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers. 

For further inform at ion, please visit  our website at  www.edexcel.com.  

 

Our website subject  pages hold useful resources, support  m aterial and live 

feeds from  our subject  advisors giving you access to a portal of inform at ion. 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  this specificat ion that  

require the help of a subject  specialist , you m ay find our Ask The Expert  

em ail service helpful.   
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Our aim  is to help everyone progress in their  lives through educat ion. We 

believe in every kind of learning, for all k inds of people, wherever they are 

in the world. We’ve been involved in educat ion for over 150 years, and by 

working across 70 count r ies, in 100 languages, we have built  an 

internat ional reputat ion for our com m itm ent  to high standards and raising 

achievem ent  through innovat ion in educat ion. Find out  m ore about  how we 

can help you and your students at :  www.pearson.com / uk 
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Gen er a l  I n t r od u ct ion  

As in previous years, this year ’s exam  paper consisted of three sect ions 

which were to be at tem pted in 2 hours and 15 m inutes. The three sect ions 

were designed to assess candidates’ reading com prehension, writ ing abilit y 

and knowledge of gram m ar respect ively.  The total m ark for this paper is 

70. 

Sect ion  1  

Sect ion one was a passage ext racted from  an art icle t it led ‘What  Benefits 

Youth ’ by Ghaida Darwish, which was published in Al Raii Magazin in 2011. 

The text  looked at  the benefits youth and children receive at  school and 

discussed whether ipads would one day replace the use of books in the 

classroom .  This sect ion was designed to test  candidates’ reading 

com prehension through five quest ions which covered a variety of bullet  

points. The length of the passage was adequate for candidates with 

different  reading speeds and understanding abilit ies. The text  was followed 

by five quest ions which required candidates to respond with answers based 

on inform at ion found in the text .   

Most  candidates showed a good understanding of the text  and m anaged to 

respond well to quest ions. However, there were st ill som e candidates who 

resorted to copying direct ly from  the text , and therefore were not  able to 

score highly. This was part icular ly apparent  in quest ion 1e.  

Sect ion  2  

This sect ion was m ade up of a short  passage t it led ‘Dealing with difficult ies 

in life’ and dealt  with a gir l who seeks advice from  her father. 

Candidates were required to answer two quest ions about  the text , quest ion 

1a and quest ion 1b. The quest ions were designed to test  candidates’ level of 

reading abilit y as well as their writ ing skill.  Quest ion 1a was a st raight  

forward test  of candidates’ reading com prehension and abilit y to sum m arise 

in good language and style. Those who m issed out  on highlight ing 

characters of the story or who retold the story scored lower m arks.  

Quest ion 1b required a m uch deeper understanding of the text  as 

candidates had to write a short  story based on the them e and the m essage 

of the text . The m ost  successful candidates were those who m anaged to 

write a short  story in line with the spir it  of the given text . I n this case any 

story that  dealt  with life difficult ies, seeking advice and finding a solut ion 

was accepted. Many of the less able candidates understood the quest ion but  

were only able to copy words and phrases in the given text  and therefore 

were not  able to secure the 10 m arks allocated to the quest ion. 

  

I n general candidates showed good understanding of the text  and the 

m ajority gave a reasonable sum m ary and m anaged to score well in quest ion 

2a. However, som e candidates were unable to reproduce a story following 

the them e set  in wr ite a story based  text   2b.  



 

 

 

Sect ion  3  

This sect ion was designed to test  candidates’ knowledge of Arabic gram m ar. 

All four gram m ar quest ions in this year’s paper were chosen from  the 

Edexcel syllabus covering a wide range of gram m at ical areas.  Candidates 

who had been well t rained for the syllabus were able to provide good 

responses and therefore obtained high m arks.  

Other candidates who did not  fulfill the gram m ar requirem ents did not  score 

high m arks, this was especially seen in quest ion 3 and quest ion. Candidates 

are advised to fam iliar ise them selves with gram m ar and st rengthening their  

abilit y by reading the gram m ar syllabus found in the Pearson Edexcel 

I nternat ional GCSE Arabic-First  Language book. Cent res are advised to 

ensure that  candidates have a thorough understanding of the gram m ar also 

found in the sam e Edexcel text  book.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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